Prioritizing Our Priorities
Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ!
It seems like Advent and Christmas was just a few days ago—and here we are
already knocking on Ash Wednesday’s door! Where does the time go? Are you
one of those that often thinks, “there’s just not enough hours in the day” or,
“there needs to be at least one more day in the week”? Perhaps that’s one reason
so many people seem to be so fond of the past “golden age” of their lives—things
were simpler then, and not nearly so hectically chaotic! Perhaps that could be the
focus of your Lenten reflections this year—prioritizing your priorities.
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Lent is a period of 40 days (not counting Sundays, which the church considers to
be “mini Easters”) that begins on Ash Wednesday, and ends on Holy Saturday.
Lent is more than just a series of days—it’s a journey that takes us along the path
to Jerusalem and the suffering, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Traditionally, Lent began as a preparation period for those wanting to join the
church. Later, it became a time of penance for everyone in the church; which
continues today in the form of ‘giving up’ some vice or temptation during these 40
days.
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That changed not too long ago when many Christian leaders began asking folks to
consider “taking on” rather than ‘giving up’ something during Lent. Rather than
giving up chocolate, or soft drinks, or deserts after dinner, or… well, you get the
point —why not take on a new spiritual discipline, or a new mission task? Perhaps
you could add a time of prayer to your busy schedule, or you could spend time
reading the Bible each day. Perhaps you could volunteer at Boulder Crest, an
organization that helps struggling veterans, first responders, and their families, or
organize a food drive for Seven Loaves. Perhaps there is another way you might
help meet the many needs in and beyond our community. Perhaps you could
reprioritize what’s really important in your life.
Jesus prepared for the time when he would act for everyone’s benefit. Now is the
time for us to reflect and prepare so we can be ready to answer God’s call to act
for the benefit of others. Now is the time for us to determine how we will live as
disciples through prayer, action, and love through service.

NEWSETTER
DEADLINE
If you have anything you would
like included in the newsletter,
please call (my phone number is
in the church directory) or
email me at
jacoxwell@gmail.com no later
than the 25th of the month.

Grace and peace to each and every one of you!

And when you fast, don’t put on a sad face like the hypocrites. They distort their faces
so people will know they are fasting. I assure you that they have their reward. When
you fast, brush your hair and wash your face. Then you won’t look like you are fasting to
people, but only to your Father who is present in that secret place. Your Father who
sees in secret will reward you.
Matthew 6:16-18

United Methodists and others wishing to provide

HELP FOR THE

humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people in the
wake of the Russian invasion of their country may
contribute to Advance #982450, UMCOR International
Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund will provide

UKRANIAN PEOPLE

direct assistance to those in Ukraine as well as
assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring
countries.

Gifts to support the people of Ukraine can be made in the following ways:
• Online at https://umcmission.org/advance-project/982450
•

By toll-free telephone: 888-252-6174

•

By check made out to Global Ministries/UMCOR with “Advance #982450-Ukraine” written on the memo line, either mailed and addressed to Global Ministries/UMCOR, GPO,
P.O. Box 9068, New York, NY, 10087-9068 or given at or through any United Methodist

church

One hundred percent of all Advance contributions go to the designated cause.
The United Methodist community in Ukraine, though quite small, is actively engaged in assisting neighbors in
need. Global Ministries is in touch with the church’s leadership as well as with church leaders in countries
welcoming those who are fleeing from violence in Ukraine.

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDING HELP
International Committee of The Red Cross
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/europe-central-asia/ukraine
UNICEF
https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/unicef-gets-supplies-children-and-families-inside-ukraine/39603
Doctors Without Borders
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/what-we-do/countries/ukraine
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR)
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/ukraine-emergency.html
International Rescue Committee
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/russia-invades-ukraine-and-civilians-desperately-seek-safety-ircprepares-worst-and

We are looking for a PART-TIME SECRETARY to work
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to noon in the church office. Working knowledge of QuickBooks is a plus. Salary is negotiable.
Please contact Pastor Steve or Reggie.

Administrative Council Minutes
February 2022
Present: Rev. Steve Weedling, Richard Wilde, Debbie Edwards, Jan Coxwell
Minutes of previous meeting approved as written
Old Business

No response to ads for a church secretary
Linda Taylor has someone working on the church website
Debbie Edwards has one bid for $5200 for tile flooring in hallway.
New Business
UMW to sell hot cider and coffee for Angel Tree
Debbie and Mike Edwards and Jan Coxwell are cleaning the clutter from the church. Debbie explained the
cleaning removal of unwanted items and the planned decorating and fixing up of church area.
Pastor’s Report
Has not heard about where he will be moved to in June
Working with Gail May and the District about Simplified Church. Pastor Steve explained a little about
Simplified Church
Respectfully submitted,

Jan Coxwell
Secretary

Finance Report
February 2022
All bills have been paid. Audit of accounts is underway. We met our goal of at least $5,000 for tithes and
offerings in February. We received $5,410.
We have revised our Wedding Policy and increased our pricing a bit. Thus far we have no weddings
booked for this year. We only budgeted for one in 2022.

We are still advertising for a secretary Monday-Friday from 9-noon. If you know someone, tell them to give
us a call at 540-687-6492.
I am also looking for my replacement as Chairman of Finance as I want to retire. It’s one of those nonpaying jobs, and it takes some time and dedication to do it properly. Is someone willing to step up to the
plate? The only other choice is to farm it out to a bookkeeping service and will add additional cost to our
budget. Give it your consideration and let us know. I have had the job long enough.
Covid is on the downswing and I am praying we can get our attendance up above our current average of 15

per Sunday. Are you ready to return to in-person worship? Let’s get it going.
God Bless Each of You,

Reggie

Have you been looking for volunteer opportunities at church, but
you’re not sure where you fit in? If you’re a math whiz with a knack
for finance, chairing the Finance Committee might be your spot. If
you find peace and solace in Communion, being a Communion
Steward might be your spot.
Volunteers help keep the church running, so if Finance chair or
Communion Steward isn’t your thing, there are plenty of other
volunteer opportunities that might be. Pastor Steve is happy to talk
with you about your interests and talents, and help you find your
spot.

Beginning April 2, 2022

Hours Of Operation
Tuesdays 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Wednesdays 10:30 am -12:30
9:30 am - 12:30 pm on the 1st Saturday
of the month
White House at Rectortown United
Methodist Church
3043 Rectortown Road
Marshall, VA 20115
United States
Email: FigLeafAtRUMC@gmail.com
Maiing Address: PO Box 301
Rectortown, VA 20140
Phone: 540-364-1066

Rectortown United Methodist Church is excited to announce Fig Leaf, a
new community outreach program. Fig Leaf is a no-cost clothing closet
serving local serving local children, teens, and adults in need of clothing
for work, every day, and special occasions. Donated clothing will be displayed in an environment where those in need can “shop” for what they
can use at no cost.
Our target start date to open to the public is Saturday, April 2, 2022. Fig
Leaf will be open during the same hours as Share The Harvest Food
Bank at Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Delaplane.

We hope to involve the entire Rectortown community by recruiting
volunteers to receive, sort, and clean merchandise, re-cycle excess or
unused clothes as well as staff Fig Leaf during hours of operation. Volunteers are needed immediately to set up the clothes closet. Please
contact the church office at 540-364-1066
or FigLeafAtRUMC@gmail.com if you would like to help.

Gently worn clothing donations can be made to the parking lot storage
building at Rectortown United Methodist Church Tuesdays through Fridays, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm and the first Saturday of the month 9:00 am 3:00 pm.

The Widow’s Offering—Mark 12:41-44
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their
money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came
and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury
than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all
she had to live on.”

