United as One in Worship
Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ!

Happy Birthday!
Ryan Basinger
Grace Basinger
Larry Brissing
Leah Ferguson
Samantha Miller
Cavan Fulkerson
Faith Weedling

Happy Anniversary!
Richard & Melissa Glover

NEWSETTER
DEADLINE
If you have anything you
would like included in the
newsletter, please call (my
phone number is in the
church directory) or email me
at jacoxwell@gmail.com no
later than the 25th of the
month.

June is here, and that means it’s time
for the 240th session of the Virginia
Annual Conference! And, we’ll be
meeting in person again! I’m very
excited for the opportunity to gather
with 3,000 + United Methodists as
we worship, pray, and sing to God’s
glory! It’s time to begin imagining
and building a new post-COVID
identity as we look forward with
joyful expectation to what God will
do through us in the world around
us!
The theme of the Annual Conference
this year is “United as One in
Worship”, based on John 4:24 which
says, “God is spirit, and it is necessary
to worship God in spirit and truth.”
This theme builds upon last year,
which highlighted Bishop Lewis’
understanding of John 17:20-23 of
which she said, “this Scripture shares
the importance of us being One.”
Unfortunately, we must face the fact
that with the launching of the Global
Methodist Church last month, and
the path being made available for
United Methodist congregations to
become Global Methodist
congregations, this vision is already in
some jeopardy.
No matter what happens and who
ends up where, I will stay firm in
believing that in the end missio dei
will prevail! Jesus called his disciples
knowing they didn’t all think alike, or
experience things in the same way,
or that they shared the same vision
for tomorrow. That’s why he never
called them to be of one mind.
Instead, he called them to be of one
heart – to love one another as he
loved them.

Friends, the only way we can realize
being “united as one” in worship or in
any other way, is to love others more
than we love what we think.
Finally, while I am excited for the
possibilities that God will open in the
future at Middleburg-Rectortown
Cooperative Parish with Pastor
Jonathan, I will sorely miss those who
gather here. We’ve enjoyed some
really good times; and we’ve had to
work through some monumental
challenges. I’ve been very impressed
by the creativity and positive spirit
with which this congregation has
worshipped, prayed, studied, and
worked through every challenge
you’ve faced. I know you will
continue to do the same in the
weeks, months, and years ahead of
you as God continues to use you as a
light and source of love and grace in
the world around you. I know we will
one day meet again!
Grace and peace to each and
everyone of you!
Pastor Steve

I believe that appreciation is a holy thing—that when we look for what’s best in a person we happen to be
with at the moment, we’re doing what God does all the time. So in loving and appreciating our neighbor, we’re
participating in something sacred. ~ Mr. Rogers

United Methodist Women
May 2022

The UMW was quite busy on Sunday, June 15. Jan Coxwell, Olivia
and Beth Eichberger, Debbie Edwards, and Gail and Theron May
packed 25 hygiene kits for the conference. Gail will be taking them
to Duncan Memorial Methodist Church by June 4. The Sunday
school packed 21 with a total of 46. What a great time we had.

The UMW sent
$1,000 to UMCOR for
humanitarian aide in
Ukraine.
On June 5th at 1:00, the UMW is hosting a guest speaker Adrienne
Freeland to talk about her occupation of therapy with horses and the
veterans and first responders at Boulder Crest in Bluemont. All are invited.
The UMW will be giving a donation to Boulder Crest.

There will be a UMW meeting June 9 at 2 p.m. at the Upper Crust Bakery. There is a wonderful little house in the
back for us to hold our meeting.
In July, we’re starting a study of the women of the Bible. If you have a particular woman you would like to study
please come to the meeting and let us know. The meeting will be at Gail May’s home.
We are encouraging all the ladies to join in with us to make our UMW a strong and active group that helps others
in times of need and has programs that will strengthen each of us to do God’s work.

The Illinois Arts Duo performed for us
during our church service on June 22. It was a
wonderful surprise to have such talented
people play the violin and the piano. This
award winning husband and wife duo features
Russian pianist Tatiana Shustova (Piano
Faculty at Millikin University in Illinois) and

“Let the little children come to me”.
What a wonderful job Olivia did lightening the candles
and helping her mom Beth with the taking of the
offering. She was so excited to do both jobs. It is
exciting to see the children in the church take part in
the worship service. Keep an eye out, as I am sure
there will be more activity of the same soon.

American violinist Aaron Jacobs (Violin
Professor at Illinois State University).

Children’s Sunday School Happenings
The children’s Sunday School assembled 26 health kits to send
to conference.

Finance Report
May 2022
Training is now beginning for our new Chairperson of Finance, Beth Eichberger.
All bills were paid in full when presented. We are only paying a portion of our conference asking and most of
the District at this time. We are closely monitoring our financial situation, Our tithes and offerings budget
amount required fell just slightly below our required amount of $5,000. This was made possible because of
Easter.
Attendance is still below par. We have to get our attendance up from the irregular attendance of 15-25 people.
We are hoping to see this increase when we welcome our new minister on July 3rd. It is up to us to make our
church grow. Your regular participation makes that possible. Thanks to all who are financially supporting our
church.

At children’s Sunday School
11:30 in the fellowship hall

We are currently studying the
Holy Spirit.

Adult
10:30 in the fellowship hall

Administrative Council Minutes—May 2022
Present: Richard Wilde, Leah Ferguson, Linda Taylor, Ann Bland, Dianna Gregg, Francis Dodson, Mark and
Mary Johnson, Mike and Debbie Edwards, Gail May, Reggie Dawson, Beth Eichberger, and Janalee Coxwell

Committee Reports
SPRC
• There will be a luncheon for Pastor Steve on June 26th and a luncheon for our new pastor on July 3rd.
• Much discussion about Middleburg UMC employees shirking their duties at Middleburg to go to
Rectortown. Sharing of the pastor’s time was agreed on by both churches 5 years ago.
• Richard Wilde ask Mike Edwards to speak to Karen about our concerns about her playing at Rectortown. If
they want to keep Karen they need to change their worship time.
• Emphasize to the new pastor that Middleburg is equally as important as Rectortown and that office hours
are important. Also emphasize the importance of visitation.
• Issues with any church employ should be brought to Mike, Gail May. or Mary Johnson, and they will speak
with the employee.
Trustees
• Mark has arranged for the son of one of his farm employees to mow the church lawn every week.
• No new bids on the flooring
• The town wants to install charging stations in the parking lot. Mark Johnson suggested it would be a good
source of income for the church.
• Waiting on a quote to either replace or repair windows in the church
Finance
• Beth Eichberger’s training as new chair of finance is going well, as is the training of Julie Antler, the new
administrative assistant.
• The pastor’s moving expenses are split between us and Rectortown. $1000 has been put in the moving fund
yearly.
• Reggie suggested four people to sign on all church checking accounts, except for the UMW account. The
four people will be Reginald Dawson, Diana Gregg, Alice E. Eichberger, and Debbie D. Edwards. The reason
for this is that there are signers currently that have left the church or have died. This will update all accounts and have more potential signers in the event of sickness, vacation, etc.

Other Business
Time of service and fellowship
Leah Ferguson made a motion to keep the current worship time unless there’s a compelling reason to change.
The vote ended in a tie. Mike Edwards suggested meeting with Rectortown SPRC to work out worship times.
Volunteer Opportunities
Communion Steward: Set up for communion then take down table, put away supplies.
Ushers: At least two each Sunday. Greet people at front door, collect tithes and offerings.
Liturgist—Leads the service until the pastor takes over at the New Testament scriptures, takes attendance each
week and record in book in office. Speak to Gail May if interested.
Wedding Policy
Mike Edwards will have Julie update the wedding policy to put herself down as wedding coordinator.
Meeting adjourned. Next meeting: June 15th at 6 pm.
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