Welcome, Pastor Jonathan!
You must be pretty nervous, and understandably so. It’s a new town and new congregation. You’re probably wondering what we’re like. Well, we’re human, so we have our
faults, but we’re working on them. We range in age from young to young-at-heart. We’re
friendly, welcoming, dedicated to growing our church, and preserving its historic beauty.
On July 3rd, when you stood to give your sermon, we hope your nerves were calmed
when you looked out and saw all the friendly faces filling the pews. We hope your heart
was a bit lighter when you met the children during the children’s sermon. And we hope
you enjoyed the lunch in the church yard. We’re Methodists—we know how to do food!
We’re excited to get to know you, and we’re excited to see what the future holds.

Happy Birthday!
Pastor Jonathan
Scott Diamond
Dan Olson
Ashley Warfield
Nicole Warfield
Guy Beakley
Dixie Noffsinger
Jeff Watson
Jesus replied, “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.

This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
~ Matthew 22:37-39

NEWSETTER
DEADLINE
If you have anything you
would like included in the
newsletter, please call (my
phone number is in the
church directory) or email me
at jacoxwell@gmail.com no
later than the 25th of the
month.

Welcome,

Bull and Tochterman families!

We are excited that you have joined our church family.
Please say hello to Jeff, Jillian, Carver, and Alex Bull, and to
Peyton, Dornin, Alma, and Judd Tochterman and give them a
warm welcome to Middleburg UMC.

Pastor Jonathan’s first Sunday with us was also his birthday. We spent a wonderful afternoon celebrating
both events with him and getting to know him. We found out that he likes chocolate cake and hiking, and
he gives a fantastic children’s sermon.
Mike and Debbie Edwards provided the welcome lunch, serving up hotdogs, macaroni salad, cole slaw,
chips, and cake. Richard Wilde served as “chef de grill,” and Hunt Lyman played guitar and sang.

Pastor Jonathan was clearly
delighted with the welcome
cards the kids made him.

Our Church is Growing

It is so wonderful and exciting to see how active our youth are in the church service.

Olivia loves taking up offering
and lighting the candles.

The children presented
Pastor Steve with a
going away gift.

“All your children will be disciples of the Lord — I will make peace abound for your children.”
~ ISAIAH 54:13

A Dose of Humor
Take frequently and often
“He will yet fill your mouth
with laughter…”
Job 8:21

FROM THIS

TO THIS

We had a dedication service for a new bench made from the fallen tree in the front church yard.
Bryan Fulkerson came up with a brilliant idea to use the wood of the old tree to make a bench
for the church yard. Bryan worked with Maureen’s step-dad, Jon Root, with Jon doing most of
the construction and Bryan doing the sanding, staining and finishing. Of course, Bryan got a little
help from his dad, Tom Fulkerson, with that work. A big THANKS for such a wonderful bench
that we will enjoy for years to come.

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS
Ty and Hadley Diamond
It was a special day for Hadley and Ty Diamond. We were blessed to have them join our
church family. They attended Sunday school and have helped with activities of the
church since they were younger. We are so glad they will be sharing their joy and joining
in our activities of the church. Welcome Hadley and Ty!

It was a pleasure to have Jack Wood as our organist on June 19th. He did a
wonderful job playing our organ. We want to thank him for sharing his talent
with us.
We also had a guest speaker Rev. Dr. Ruth Ann
Campagna. She is a retired minister. She attends
Bethel United Methodist Church where Pastor
Faith Weedling was a minister. The service was
wonderful.

A huge and heartfelt THANK YOU to Debbie and Mike
Edwards for catering and hosting Pastor Steve’s farewell
lunch and Pastor Jonathan’s welcome lunch. This is just the
tip of the iceberg of what these two do for our church. If
you noticed how clean and nice the church looks, thank
Mike and Debbie and Jan Coxwell. If you like the new
floors in the hallway by the pastor’s office, thank Debbie
and Mike.

Of Warriors and Horses
We were excited to have Adrienne Freeland,
owner of Holistic Horsemanship Services,
speak with us on June 5th about therapeutic
riding and her work at Boulder Crest, an non
-profit whose mission is to “with struggling
veteran, first responders and their families .”
Adrienne, thank you so much for sharing
your story with us.

Farewell, Pastor Steve!

Middleburg and Rectortown teamed up for a joint
farewell to Pastor Steve. It started with great music
from Hunt and his band. Following the service, we all
headed over to the park in Marshall for picnic. We

couldn’t have asked for a more beautiful day!

Middleburg UMC said goodbye to Pastor Steve
with a farewell lunch on June 26th.

United Methodist Women
June 2022
Old Business
We had a wonderful time on Sunday, June 5 with our guest speaker Adrienne Freeland. She discussed working with Boulder Crest Foundation and her Holistic Horsemanship Services 501 C3. It was
very interesting to see how the Veterans and First Responders and their families are helped in
such wonderful ways. We donated $200 to Boulder Crest for their foundation, and the congregation donated $161.00 to Adrienne. She wrote a thank you on Instagram:
“May I share what an honor and a privilege it was to participate in Middleburg United
Methodist Church service and to be chosen to speak about my work with Boulder Crest
Foundation and Holistic Horsemanship Services 501 C3.”

New Business

There was a discussion on a community service such as a blood drive.
We hope to have a couple of fund raisers before the end of the year: one in August when the town has their side
walk sale, the other one during Christmas in Middleburg. The proceeds will go to help children for Christmas at
Aldie and Banneker Elementary.
Hospitality
We want to get back to our hospitality outreach - sending cards to members, helping when there is a need because
of surgery, illness, or other reasons, celebrating joys such as birthdays, anniversaries, and other happy events.
Miscellaneous
It was suggested that the UMW have an afternoon or night out to get together once every quarter to bond and
enjoy each others company with a bit of fun.
Our next meeting will be July 14 at 2:00 in at church.
The UMW ended the evening with a group prayer:
MAY THE LORD WATCH BETWEEN ME AND THEE WHILE WE ARE ABSENT ONE FROM ANOTHER.
We invite all the women and their friends to join us.

“Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in Heaven.”
~ Matthew 5:16

Finance Report
May offered us some outstanding gifts plus a five Sunday month. We received tithes and offerings of $9,289 for the
month, plus we received a bequest from the estate of John Paul Weatherholtz in the amount of $20,000. According to his wishes, $10,000 went to the General Fund and $10,000 went to our Building Fund.
All bills presented in May were paid as presented. We are still only paying a portion of our Conference and District
asksings. As the year moves along and we do our budget projections, we will be assessing our ability to continue to
have all our staff for the next year.

A question came up about our church offering help to those who need financial assistance, and I explained we
have a local mission fund for that purpose. Listed below is a month-to-month accounting thus far for 2022.
January

February

March

April

May

June
(Through June 15)

Expenses
Gas for car: $90
Electricity: $292.65
Total: $382.65
Income
$560.25

Expenses
Electric: $425
Total: $425
Income
$400

Expenses
Rents: $350
Gas for car:
$260
Total: $610
Income
$600

Total Income through June 15: $2835.25

Expenses
Gas for car:
$195
Internet bill:
$188.32
Charge for new
checks: $28.60
Total: $411.92
Income:
$400

Expenses
Gas for car:
$390
Total: $390
Income
$400

Expenses
Rent: $300
Auto repair:
$201.75
Gas for car: $65
Electric: $300
Total: $866.75
Income
$475

Total Expenses through June 15: $3086.32

For 2021, our expenses totaled $5699.60, and our income totaled $7040.02. Our support comes from one consistent giver and maybe three other givers on an irregular basis. We also receive a quarterly stock dividend
that provides about $640 per year.
We limit our help to those who live within a five mile radius of Middleburg. We require that they provide us a;
copy of the bill to support their request along with their phone number and address.
If you wish to provides some finances to help those who need a helping hand, make your check payable to the
church and note on the memo line that it is for the Local Mission account. This is an account that does not
support our church but other people in need, so this should be extra giving on our part so it does not impact
our General Fund, out of which we pay our regular operating costs, including payroll.
I want to thank each of you fo your financial support so far this year. It has been a tough couple of years with
Covid looming large, and now inflation also pounding on us. We are still open for business and that is due to
your support and God blessing us as He has.
I hope your 4th of July is/was a good day for you and your family. Enjoy your summer, and thanks once more.

Administrative Council Minutes—June 2022
Present: Richard Wilde, Mark Johnson, Reggie Dawson, Jan Coxwell, Debbie & Mike Edwards, Leah
Ferguson
May minutes approved as read
Old Business
•

Luncheon for old and new pastors in the works. Mike Edwards is catering both events.Jonathan
wishes to meet everyone. The July 3 luncheon will be a good time for him todo so. A special
chair at each table will be designated for him.

•

Cleaning of the parsonage will be done by a cleaning company. Rectortown UMC will wash the
windows and do yard work.

•

The new floors in the long hall by the church offices will be put down on June 23rd.The cost of
the flooring was $4700 which was lower than the original bid. Rafael will only vacuum the new
floor. No water is to be put on it.

•

Leah Ferguson has spoken with Julie regarding her duties as wedding coordinator. Leah will help

her through the first wedding.
•

Motion was made and passed to accept the new names on the bank signature cards. Some of the
people on the present signature cards have moved away from the area or have passed away. The
new names are: Reginald Dawson, Alice E. Eichberger, Debbie D. Dawson and Dianna Gregg.

•

Mark Johnson had no information on new church windows.

New Business
•

Evangelism Committee will take over the Local Mission Fund. Mike Edwards will be on this committee.

•

It was suggested that the activities of the Local Mission Fund should be put in the newsletter to
let the church know that we as a church are helping those in need.

•

Information on the “Come Grow With Us” pamphlet updated.

•

Congregation urged to meet visitor and mingle with new people at fellowship.

•

Many suggestions were made as to different kinds of fellowship we can have such as tea and coffee, tea and coffee with pastries, a brunch before church.

•

A donation of $200 will be given each month to help with cost of fellowship meal

